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5. In cases admitting of orthopedic treatment the best method is to employ 
massage and extension by very small weights, in order to avoid spasms in the 
muscles. 

6. The extension should be employed only during the night. This is not 
fatiguing for the patient, and does not prevent his getting about during the day. 

7. The high shoe is useful only in chronic cases, but it should not be for¬ 
gotten in treating these cases. 

8. The treatment other than local should be carefully directed toward 
counteracting the rhachitic tendency. 

The Importance of the Radiograph in the Diagnosis and Treatment 
of the Deviations of the Spinal Column. — Redard and Larau (Revue de 
Gkir., November, 1898, Supplement) reported to the French Surgical Con¬ 
gress their results in the diagnosis of different forms of deviation of the 
spinal column by means of skiagraphs. They have found this method of 
diagnosis very valuable. 

In Pott’s disease they have demonstrated the foci of disease both in antero¬ 
posterior and lateral views. The initial lesions are detected in this manner. 
In many of their cases this was accomplished very early, and this early diag¬ 
nosis made it possible to institute treatment at a period before the subjective 
and objective symptoms were sufficiently marked to make the diagnosis 
possible by other means. 

The radiograph shows how many vertebra are affected and to what extent. 
It also shows the extent of the lesions, the loss of substance, the existence of 
sequestra and tubercular cavities, the degree and cause of the reflection of 
the thorax. In cases in which the abscess had been treated by iodoform 
injections the size of the abscess and its shape could be clearly shown. 

Radiographs taken at different periods mark the progress or regression of 
the disease. The results of treatment and the necessity of further inter¬ 
ference are clearly demonstrated. 

In many instances in which the deformity had been corrected it was seen 
that the hones had been united in a good position. The union by inter¬ 
fragmentary or peripheral callus of one or more vertebrae was often visible 
in the negatives. The radiographs have demonstrated, as have anatomical 
specimens, that in many recent cases a complete cure can be effected. 

In cases of scoliosis the deformities can be studied with benefit in this 
manner. The position and amount of deformity of the individual vertebrae 
can be carefully noted. The asymmetry or deformities of the vertebral arches 
can be studied. The callus uniting several vertebrae can be seen in many 
cases, while the exact details make it possible to determine the cause of the 
curvature and make a certain prognosis. 

Not only is the shape of the individual vertebrae readily studied, but the 
internal structure of the vertebra, the striation of the osseous tissue, the 
condition of the epiphyseal cartilages, etc., are shown. 

Hydatid Cysts of the Kidney. — Houzbl (Revue de Chir., September 10, 
1898) says of the diagnosis of this disease of the kidney that it can be made 
only by exclusion, and that we must search among the subjective and objec¬ 
tive symptoms for those that are convincing. 



354 


PROGRESS OP MEDICAL SCIENCE. 


A tumor that develops gradually, which the patient has perceived only by 
chance, the evolution of which has been without fever or pain, and has had 
no general effect upon the system and shows its presence only by symptoms 
of compression, should always bring to our consideration a hydatid cyst of 
the kidney. Engagement in occupations such as caring for kennels should 
strengthen the suspicion, although it is not essential that the patient’s occu¬ 
pation should be of this character. The absolute determination is dependent 
upon the perception of a hydatid vibration, although this has been observed 
in only two cases out of twenty-eight collected. 

The tumor itself is globular, elastic, fluctuating, painless, situated in one 
of the lumbar regions, forming a certain prominence and having a limited 
amount of mobility, which may even be entirely wanting. The slowness of 
the development and its indolence make it possible to exclude cancer and 
to make the diagnosis of a cyst; but there is no precise clue as to its nature 
and location. In general the diagnosis is based upon the following points : 

The gradual and silent evolution of the tumor, the occupation and habits 
of the patient, the absence of pain and fever (suppurating cysts of course 
being excluded), the absence of urinary troubles, the globular form of the 
cyst, the fluctuation, the hydatid vibration, the immobility in connection 
with the respiratory movements, the limited general mobility. 

The kidney can sometimes be detected beside the cyst, and the position 
of the tumor at one side of the abdomen, in the lumbar region, extending 
beneath the ribs and making a prominence in the lumbar region, indicates 
that the kidney is the organ involved. 

The discharge of hydatid vesicles by the mouth or anus, and especially in 
the urine, this taking place during an attack of nephritic colic and being 
coincident with a diminution of the renal tumor, is pathognomonic. 

Spontaneous recovery from this condition is not to be counted upon. It is 
so rare and is accompanied by such grave chances that intervention as early 
in the disease as possible is always indicated. Rupture or suppuration are 
both dangerous, while the retention of the parasite or the rupture of its sac 
leads to far more serious complications than those which accompany its 
course of development. No matter how gradually the cyst develops it always 
has a fatal termination, either from the excess of its development, from its 
rupture, from its suppuration, or from its influence in a mechanical way 
upon the nutrition, the respiration, or the circulation. 

There are two methods of curing these cysts—nephrectomy and nephrotomy. 

Nephrectomy is an exceptional operation, which should be undertaken only 
in rare instances and under exceptional circumstances. 

Lumbar nephrotomy is the preferable operation and the one which should 
be employed in the majority of these cases. 

Suprapubic Transplantation of the Penis — Wagner (Gentralblatt fur 
Chir., July 30,1898) reports a case in which, as the result of trauma, so great 
a defect ensued in the posterior portion of the urethra that it was impossible 
to close it by the usual methods. There had been great loss of tissue, with 
a recto-vesical fistula as well as a perineal one, and the rectum had been so 
injured that it became necessary to do a formal resection of the lower portion 
for the resulting stricture. 



